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Red Hat announced that it is committing
US$ 2 million as a founding corporate
member to One Laptop per Child
(OLPC), a non-profit organization cre-

ated by faculty members from the Massa-

chusetts Institute for Media

Labs

hnology's

tive was
nounced by Nicho-

las Negroponte,
founding chairman
of MIT Media Labs
and chairman of
OLPC, at the World
Economic Forum

at Davos, Swilz
land in January
2005. Other corpo-
rate members of
the OLPC include
Advanced Micro

Brights C : Corporation,
Nortel Networks, and Taiwan's Quanta
Computer.

The OLPC is often referred to as the
US$ 100 Laptop project due to its goal of
developing a laptop that will sell for US$
100. The world has been anxious
awaiting additional details on this proj-

t, which you have read at

u f these Business News. The
laptops will help educate students
around the world, particularly those in

developing countries. The computers
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will be textbook-
dual-mode display, a 500N
cessor, 1 GB of solic

zed portables with a
z AMD pro-
state memory (no
hard disk), and a wireless broadband
network interface.

The systems will utilize an innovative

wind-up power system,

as well as an AC
cord that doubles as a
carrying strap. The 12-
inch dual-mode display
will have almost no

Jower

consumption and
both a full-

pow
will he
color mode and a bl
and-white, sunlight-
readable mode.
Red Hat plans to lead
the development of a
Linux-based operating
system for the US
machines. Red Hat
became interested in the OLPC project
when Negroponte announced that the
laptop would be
software. The O
oftware platform as crucial to the suc-
of the US$ 100 laptop initiative be-
cause it will encourage local participa-
tion in software projects and allow stu-
dents to customize and expand their m

d on open source
an open sou

chines as their needs and c

http:/laptop.media.mit.edu/
http://www.redhat.com,

WWW.LINUX-MAGAZINE.COM

Facolta di Sc.M.F.N.
dispense inglese orale Page




BLOGS

BLOGGING HAS COME a long way since the medium burst on
the scene in 1999. Weblogs aren't merely vehicles for personal
expression; many of them frequently break news, shape pub-
lic opinion, and serve as lively channels for discussion.

You don’t need to shell out money to start & blog when such
outstanding free options abound. These free blog services
can get you started, usually in less than 10 minutes.

Our favorite service is Blogger. The first major free blog-
ging tool (launched in 1999), Blogger stays ahead of the game
by remaining incredibly convenient to use and by offering a
rich compiement of features. If you have a Web server, you can
use Blogger to publish your Weblog via FTP. But we like the
easy way: hosting the blog on Blogspot. In about 5 minutes,
we were able to create a blog, pick an appealing design, and
start posting. Uploading im-
ages is a simple process, and
the service supplies a gener-
ous 300MB of photo storage.

Blogger is especially friend-

ly to mobile bloggers. Can't

Bi® oy
get access to a computer eas- MRasgrerpot :

WordPress.com doesn't
support remote blogging,
but it does have a clean,
responsive interface that
makes creating and edit-
ing posts easy, and it lets
you upload 25MB of im-
ages. The site offers an

appealing array of prefor-
matted templates; but unlike Blogger, Wordpress.com won't
let you edit the template code—you're stuck with its options.

The three other blogging services we reviewed are better
suited for personal blogs than for professional ones. Aimed at
a young audience, LiveJournal, MySpace, and Xanga Classic
include features for easily
creating lists of friends and
then seeing those friends’
posts. LiveJournal has plenty
of customizable options, and
it carries no advertising. My-
Space, on the other hand, is

ily? Send a picture or a text

The ahieeccock accives. Scon we will have intecior walls!

rife with ads—but it lets you

message from your phone to

1sfri wergin:0 10ox 10px

8 v
Bzwg="hEcp;// photasi.blogger com/biogger/ i 718/0/ 1600/ shertrock, 1pa~i<ing
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store an unlimited number of

aspecial SMS address, and up
it goes. Blogger's Audioblog-
ger service even offers voice

o=t

blogging: Just call a special number, enter a code, and say
your piece. Blogger converts the sound of your voice (up to 5
minutes' worth) into an audio file and posts it for all to hear.
Another excellent choice is WordPress.com, a hosted ser-
vice built on popular open-source blogging tool WordPress.

WWW.PCWORLD.COM ./ MAY 2006

BLOGGER'S TOOLS FOR formatting posts are simple,
but its ease of use is unmatched.

small images, and uploading
music and image files is easy.
Finally, Xanga Classic has lots
of (often garish) blog-formatting templates, but it has advertise-
ments, too, albeit more muted ones than on MySpace. Xanga
offers 200MB of image storage and can be a good way to stay
in tauch with friends—but the smaller community means your
friends are more likely to be on LiveJournal or MySpace.
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We take for granted the concept of Internet neu-
trality, the idea that your broadband connection
will wing you to any Web site at a pace limited
only by the speed of the network. I ¢an only imag-
ine the tangled mess the Web would be if every
site had to cut a deal with all the different broad-
band providers. Yet the current system in which
you get whatever information you
want as fast as your connection
| can deliver it is under attack on
several fronts.

In our current system, end-us-
ers pay for Internet service, and
Webh sites pay for Web hosting
and incoming connections
(but not for delivering data).
This system has worked so
far, but in recent months,
executives of several large
teleo ISPs have suggested
that companies deliver-
ing information over the
telco infrastructure—say

information being delivered is bandwidth-con-
suming video clips and phone calls, they should
pay even more.

What's behind this strategy? The phone compa-
nies are worried that Voice over IP services such
as Skype and Vonage threaten their businesses.
And in the long run, video over IP could threaten
cable TV providers as well.

In most cases, [ agree with the free-market
argument, which says companies should make

‘ Why We Need a Neutral Net

deals that are in their best interest and then let
consumers choose the services they want. In-

| ternet access is different, though, because your

choice of broadband providers is often very lim-

ited, In most markets, broadband service is either |

a monopoly or a duopoly. Your options are your
phone or cable company, which use lines and
rights-of-way granted to them as
monopolies. These companies
have argued strongly that they
shouldn’t be required to make
their infrastructures available
to competing providers.
I argue just as strongly
that Internet lines should
remain open to all data, and
that data should be allowed
to travel as fast as the con-
nection speed permits. The
alternative that some of the
telcos are suggesting is unten-
able. In their scenario, I would
get to some Web sites quickly and

Google—should pay for that privilege, And if the | toothers slowly—depending on which ones my ISP

has brokered a deal with.

The good news is that so far, the Net has for
the most part remained open and neutral. But
concerns about 1SPs changing the playing field
prompted Congress to hold hearings on the topic
in February. It also spurred some senators to talk
about introducing legislation to preserve the Net's
neutrality. The big ISPs will fight any such legisla-
tion. If you care about an open Internet, let your
Congresspeople know.

The telcos’
alternative is
untenable. | would
get to some Web
sites quickly and

| to others slowly.

:___—F
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Ada Lovelace: Founder of Scientific Computing

Contents | Next

ADA BYRON, COUNTESS
OF LOVELACE

Born: London, England,
December 10, 1815

Died: London, England,
November 27, 1852

Analyst,
Metaphysician, and
Founder of Scientific Computing

Ada Byron was the daughter of a brief marriage between
the Romantic poet Lord Byron and Anne Isabelle
Milbanke, who separated from Byron just a month after
Ada was born. Four months later, Byron left England
forever. Ada never met her father (who died in Greece in
1823) and was raised by her mother, Lady Byron. Her life
was an apotheosis of struggle between emotion and reason,
subjectivism and objectivism, poetics and mathematics, ill
health and bursts of energy.

Lady Byron wished her daughter to be unlike her poetical
father, and she saw to it that Ada received tutoring in
mathematics and music, as disciplines to counter dangerous
poetic tendencies. But Ada's complex inheritance became
apparent as early as 1828, when she produced the design
for a flying machine. It was mathematics that gave her life
its wings,

Lady Byron and Ada moved in an elite London society,
one in which gentlemen not members of the clergy or
occupied with politics or the affairs of a regiment were
quite likely to spend their time and fortunes pursuing
botany, geology, or astronomy. In the early nineteenth
century there were no "professional” scientists (indeed, the
word "scientist”" was only coined by William Whewell in
I836)--but the participation of noblewomen in intellectual
pursuits was not widely encouraged.

One of the gentlemanly scientists of the era was to become
Ada’s lifelong friend. Charles Babbage, Lucasian professor
ol mathematics at Cambridge, was known as the inventor
ol the Difference Engine, an elaborate calculating machine
that operated by the method of finite differences. Ada met
Babbage in 1833, when she was just 17, and they began a
voluminous correspondence on the topics of mathematics,
logic, and ultimately all subjects.

In 1835, Ada married William King, ten years her senior,
and when King inherited a noble title in 1838, they became
the Earl and Countess of Lovelace. Ada had three children.
The family and its fortunes were very much directed by
Lady Byron, whose domineering was rarely opposed by
King.

Babbage had made plans in 1834 fora new kind of
calculating machine (although the Difference Engine was
not finished), an Analytical Engine. His Parliamentary
sponsors refused to support a second machine with the [irst

file:/Mocalhost/D:/Ada%20Lovelace% 20intEx.htm

unlinished, but Babbage found sympathy for his new
project abroad. In 1842, an Italian mathematician, Louis
Menebrea, published a memoir in French on the subject of
the Analytical Engine. Babbage enlisted Ada as translator
for the memoir, and during a nine-month period in 1842-
43, she worked feverishly on the article and a set ol Notes
she appended to it. These are the source of her enduring
fame.

Ada called herself "an Analyst (& Meltaphysician),” and
the combination was put to use in the Notes. She
understood the plans for the device as well as Babbage but
was better at articulating its promise. She rightly saw it as
what we would call a general-purpose computer. It was
suited for "developping [sic| and tabulating any function
whatever. . . the engine [is] the material expression of any
indefinite function of any degree of generality and
complexity." Her Notes anticipate future developments,
including computer-generated music.

Ada died of cancer in 1852, at the age of 37, and was
buried beside the father she never knew. Her contributions
to science were resurrected only recently, but many new
biographies® attest to the fascination of Babbage's
"Enchantress of Numbers."

* Doris Langley Moore, 1977; Adu: Countess of Lovelace (London: John
Murray); Joan Baum, 1986: The Calewluting Passion of Ada Byron
(Archon Books): Bety A. Toole, 1992: Ada, the Enchantress of Numbers
(Mill Valley, CA: Strawberry Press).
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mayhem > el
People power puts the future of DRM in '
doubt as companies clamp down on iTunes

With all the copyright
. shenanigans that have been

going on over the last couple
of years, we're more than used to the
big tech companies battling it out for
a lion's share of the profits from enline
music sales. Now though, in a way
that’s reminiscent of tectonic plates
banging together, individual countries
have begun to take direct action in an
attempt to end the DRM travesty.

Users want their own countries to
set rules for the download market to
prevent it becoming dominated by one
or two US corporations, As a result,
France decided to force Apple to change
its iTunes DRM.

The resulting legislation, which
France has now passed, is the Dadvsi
law. Essentially, it forces interoperability,
so that iTunes downloads can be used

.net/summer 2006

on a variety of players. But Apple has
thwarted it by having musicians agree
that music sold on iTunes cannot be
converted to other formats. 5o the
Dadvsi law has become a compromise
that French music buyers aren’t happy
with. In May, hundreds of frustrated
music fans took to the streets to
protest about the watering down of the
original bill.

In this case, sadly, Apple has got its
way, but other legal wrangles are surely
just around the corner, especially as
France is encouraging other nations to
make similar laws. Ed Averdieck, MD of
digital music company Loudeye OD2
(www.od2.com) thinks it's unlikely that
we'll see similar protests here, as the
US and UK hold intellectual property
in high regard and are used to paying
handsomely for it. However, Ed says,

companies using DRM will face more
and more pressure from consumers
everywhere: “It’s a wave that will
resonate throughout the industry

and get bigger and bigger, because
it’s totally driven by the consumer.
There's lots of consumer and lobbying
groups waiting in the wings to push
interoperability forward.”

The download market is currently
one of the fastest-growing business
sectors (iTunes recently registering
its billionth download) and it makes
sense for governments to exploit this
for extra tax revenue, While the French
government claims to be working on
the behalf of the consumer, its support
for this particular cause could also be
seen as an attempt to give domestic
music-sharing companies a leg-up over
US domination. ® CH
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